WELSH SCHOOLS ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION
CYMDEITHAS ATHLETAU YSGOLION CYMRU

Registered charity – 510848


Management Committee Meeting – Virtual (Teams) – December 9th. 2020 (4pm Start)
Minutes/Action Points

Present:  Gerald Davies (GD), Steve Jones (SJ), Gareth Oldham (GO), Chris Moss (CM) Rhiannon Linington-Payne (RLP), Andrew Jenkins (AJ), Zane Maynard (ZM), Kath Elias (KE), Jo Warner (JoW), James Williams (JW) and Dai Williams (DW). 
1. Apologies for Absence: Dai Gatehouse.
        GD welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
2. Minutes of Last Meeting (November 11th.):

  These had been circulated ahead of the meeting in the interests of saving time. They were accepted as a true record (Proposed GO & Seconded ZM).  

3. Matters Arising:
3.3.1.  SJ reported that kit requests had started to go out. There is a problem with non-availability of some sizes, an      additional order has gone to Joma to address this. SJ also reported that the letter to Headteachers was still to be actioned.

3.4.1   SJ confirmed that the additional invoices had now been circulated to the 3 Schools Associations.

3.6   It was reported that a proposal to reschedule the Championships for Saturday, March 13th. had been tabled at the AGM. Date had been amended to Saturday, March 6th.
4.1 RLP reported that a full risk assessment relating to the use of NIAC as a competition venue had been submitted to Cardiff Met – and that WA are still awaiting a decision. It was further reported that numbers of competitors is still likely to be limited. SJ suggested that Combined Events competition may be a suitable option under such conditions. KE suggested that a system of invitation should be used as opposed to “open” entries and that this should be based on results from last year. The meeting formed a sub-group to which the task of deciding on invites was to be delegated (RLP/ZM/SJ).

6.1   SJ reported that the Working Group set up to look at the new WA/WSAA Service Level Agreement will meet on Wednesday, December 16th. (GD/SJ to represent WSAA, JW/CM from WA).

6.3   SJ reported that the Accounts for 2019/20 had now been submitted to O’Brien’s (Accountants) so that the Charity Commission Submission can be prepared. The Trustees were then confirmed as GD, DG, KE and Gwilym Williams (WSAA) with JW and Steve Perks from WA. GD to arrange date during first week in January to hold meeting.  
4. Events: 

· Joint Combined Events & WSAA National XC discussed earlier.

· Welsh Sportshall Final (Sunday, March 7th.). GO raised his concerns around this event, with the difficulty of staging qualifiers and numbers permitted major issues. GO reported that he has tried to make contact with Adam Burgess (Sportshall) to look at options but is still to receive a reply. ZM reported that competition is possible within “school bubbles” but he questioned whether mixing children from different schools and year groups was wise in an indoor setting. JoW voiced her concerns around level of risk to officials. No decision was taken or recommendation made. Further discussion needed with Adam Burgess, Torfaen County.    
5. WSAA General Assembly 2021 (AGM):
CM raised the Notice of Motion presented to the AGM by the Cardiff & the Vale School District:
Motion 8
Welsh Schools – Authority of the Executive Committee

(i) This meeting of the Welsh Schools Athletic Association confirms that, under the current constitution of the association, its Executive Committee had no delegated authority to make changes to the structure of the association, nor to make changes to the names of committees nor to alter the membership of committees.

(ii) All proposals to make changes must be properly tabled, discussed and decided upon at a properly convened General Meeting of the association.
CM asserted that the acceptance of this motion at this year’s AGM was a huge step backwards in terms of the relationship between WSAA and WA. SJ questioned the validity of the Notice and questioned whether it should have been tabled. It relates to the “Future of WSAA” document which had been voted on at the 2019 AGM (and accepted). This had been prepared to provide operational structure whilst the 1998 Constitution document still defines WSAA. JW commented that the acceptance of this motion creates confusion around governance structures, the new SLA will pave the way for a rewrite of the WSAA Constitution once accepted. JW was clear that this needs to be the major priority in 2021.

GD offered to look at the minutes of recent AGMs and come back to the January meeting with recommendations.

6. AOB:
· RLP asked whether there was good uptake for the WSAA Virtual XC Challenge – AJ reported that only 1 Primary School had submitted results. There are no Secondary results in, however AJ also reported that this was following the pattern from the Sportshall event where most results had come in either on or after the deadline.

· GO offered congratulations to AJ on the Meritorious Award achieved.

· GO also raised the provisional date set for the Inter Schools XC (2021). He suggested that this event should again combine with the Inter Regional to be held at the same venue on November 20th. SJ/RLP agreed that this would alleviate pressures on young athletes with Liverpool scheduled for November 27th. No decision to recommend a change of date taken, further discussion needed at January meeting.

· KE took the opportunity to wish all WSAA and WA colleagues a Happy Christmas, a sentiment shared by all.  
                 There was no other business and the meeting closed at 5:01pm.

Next Meeting to be held on Wednesday, January 20th. (Virtual (Teams) at 4pm). PLEASE NOTE THIS DIFFERS FROM THE DATE LISTED ON OUR 2021 CALENDAR.
The date of the SLA Working Group (AGM) was confirmed as Wednesday, December 16th. again on Teams/Zoom (11:30am).
Trustees Meeting tbc (week of Monday, January 4th.).
Steve Jones

Support Officer   
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